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STEPPING STONES PROGRESS 


Hansen’s disease (leprosy) continues 
one the most serious afflictions 
mankind and disabling 
millions persons. Its eradication de- 
pends upon improvement methods 
prevention and treatment. The Leonard 
Wood Memorial (American Leprosy 


Foundation) the only organization 
which devoted the maintenance 
modern research Laboratories and per- 
manent staff scientists dedicated 
the eradication disease 
through research basic problems, 


“General Leonard Wood” John Singer 
Sargent. 

Portrait owned Miss Louise Wood. 

loan The Corcoran Gallery Art, 
Washington, 


The Leonard Wood Memorial com- 
memorates the name great American 
soldier Major General 
Leonard Wood, who did his utmost 
combat this disease the Philippines 
when was Governor-General that 
country. 


The history this organization one 
work and achievement. has gain- 
world-wide recognition for its re- 
searches into the nature this disease, 
and for its efforts improve the social 
lot the millions people who are 
with it, 

January 1931, the Leonard 
Wood Memorial launched its research 
program under the directorship its 
President, Mr. Perry Burgess. Guidance 
for its medical program was obtained 
from Advisory Medical Board. To- 
day the Memorial fortunate enough 
have the four Surgeons General 
the United States services and eight dis- 
tinguished scientists serving advisers 
this Board. The Advisory Medical 
Board and its committees, together 
with the Board Trustees, are com- 
prised individuals occupying positions 
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public trust. These men are most 
erous donating their time the 
cause, 

first step, the Memorial 1929 
undertook building program the 
Philippines. Outstanding was the hospi- 
tal built Cebu and turned over the 
gional Hospital that country. 
This place has, throughout the years, 
served model for many such insti- 
tutions the world over. 


Patients folk-dancing Cebu 


1931 the Leonard Wood Memorial 
brought together Manila inform- 
round-table conference specialists 
this field and related workers from 
fourteen countries. Significant 
were taken toward common classifica- 
tion and terminology and toward better 
methods treatment, and outline 
was prepared for research phases 
the disease which knowledge was con- 


spicuously lacking. 


that conference there was initiated 
the International Leprosy Association, 
organization which subsequent 
years has together with the host coun- 
tries sponsored international Con- 
gresses Leprosy Cairo (1938), Ha- 
vana (1948), and Madrid (1953); the 
next one held New Delhi 
1958. THE STAR and the Patients Fed- 
eration are sustaining members the 
The official organ the Asso- 
ciation, scientific quarterly called the 
International Journal Leprosy, has 
been published with major financial 
support the Memorial since 1933, and 
now the 25th year. Except during 
the war period has been continuosly 
under the editorship Dr, Wade, 
the Memorial’s pathologist and Associate 
Medical Director 
President the International Leprosy 
Association since 1946). Before the war 
was published well edited the 
Philippines, with facilities Manila 
provided the University the Phil- 
ippines; but since that time has been 
published the United States, Dr. 
Huldah Bancroft serving Assistant 
Editor charge publication, with 
office space generously 
Tulane University New Orleans. 

Also the year 1931 the Memorial 


THE STAR 


Dr. Windsor Wade 


established its Department Pathology 
Culion the Philippines under the 
directorship Dr. Wade, who still con- 
tinues that capacity, and with 
official appointment Consultant Pa- 
thologist the Culion institution. Re- 
search carried that laboratory 
built the Memorial 1932 and 
shared the government pathology 
staff Culion includes observations 
patients with lesions unusual clin- 
ical histopathologic nature, and 
studies the field immunology in- 
cluding the lepromin reaction the sole, 
and peculiar skin test use 
disease. Recently Dr. Wade has arrived 
greatly improved method stain- 
ing the Hansen’s bacillus and related 
ones the “acid-fast” bacilli generally 
tissue-sections, elucidating difficul- 
ties which have always made difficult 
demonstrate adequately the germs 
located the lesions which they pro- 
duce while studying the nature those 
lesions. Dr. Wade enthusiastic abont 
the results obtained with the improved 
method because, states, “There 
every reason believe that this method 
will also superior with tuberculosis 
material.” 


1933 there was created, largely 
through the efforts Drs. Doull and 
Rodriguez, epidemiological (field 
study) unit Cebu, Philippines, with 
the aid Dr. Ricardo Guinto who 
has since become Chief this section. 
Recently Dr. Mabalay has been 
appointed Assistant Epidemiologist. 
Studies Hansen’s disease attack rates 
various classes the population are 
being continued Cordova, Mactan 
Island, and Talisay, near Cebu City. 
These studies are unique that for the 
first time, statistics prevalence were 
removed from the category crude es- 
timation and placed position 
reliability and usefulness. 
ing and important finding relatively 
rapid decrease the “malign” lepro- 
matous type, compared with the less 
severe “benign” tuberculoid form 

(Continued next page) 
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STEPPING STONES —cont’d 


this disease. Efforts are being made 
find out whether this limited the 
localities studied more general. 

Dr. Guinto has also been carrying 
studies immunization. has been 
suggested also the work others, the 
findings may mean that there some 
“family” relationship, cross-immunity 
between Hansen’s disease and tubercu- 
losis. so, immunization against TB, 
for example with G., may 
some protection against HD. 


Leonard Wood Menorial’s Department 
Bacteriology and Immunology, 
Medical School 

The largest single research unit the 
Leonard Wood Memorial located 
Boston, Here, the in- 
vitation Harvard University Medical 
School, Memorial scientists pursue their 
studies the stimulating environment 
the Department Bacteriology and 
Immunology. that department bal- 
anced program research 
developed which the coordinated ef- 
forts bacteriologists, biochemists and 
enzymologists bring all their skill 
bear the problem. For example, Dr. 
John Hanks, Bacteriologist and Di- 
erctor the Laboratories, association 
with Dr. John Wallace, studying 
the conditions necessary for growth 
the Hansen bacilli cell cultures. Dr. 
Clarke Gray, Biochemist, and Dr. 
Brodie, Enzymologist and 
Biochemist, are breaking bacilli and 
studying their parts order learn 
how such microorganisms use food and 
gain energy for growth. 

1951 the Memorial initiated new 
experiment Hansen’s disease deter- 
mine which several drugs was most 
effective, whether certain combina- 
tions might prove superior the 
further possibility that untried drugs 
might also tested. These investiga- 
tions are known the Clinical Evalua- 
tion Studies. The principals charge 
this work, under the coordinating 
oversight Dr. Doull, the Memo- 
rial’s Medical Director, are Drs. 


Evaluation Studies: 
Philippines 
Rodriguez and Tolentino, the 
Philippines, and Dr. Davison 
South Africa. Dr. Doull’s report for 
1956 the probability discontinuance 
the Clinical Evaluation Studies was 
envisaged because lack funds. For- 
tunately, the United States 
Health Service made new grant which 
renewable for three additional years. 
This grant, together with payment 
the Veterans Administration, and grants 
from Parke, Davis and Co. and Eli Lilly 
and Co., with Memorial funds, has made 
possible launch the Fourth Series 
these Studies. The Connaught Lab- 
oratories, Parke, Davis and Co., Ciba 
Pharmaceutical Products, Inc, and the 
Upjohn Co. are providing drugs. The 
shipping companies the Far East Con- 
ference and the Maron Shipping Co. are 

continuing their valuable assistance. 

Laboratory research chemotherapy 
so-called murine leprosy, condition 
allied certain respects the disease 
humans, being carried Dr. 
Chang, Pharmacologist and staff 
member the Memorial. Dr. Chang 
working the National Institute 
Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases, Bethes- 
da, Maryland, under the direction 
Dr. Rosenthal. During 1956 
tested number compounds for effec- 
tiveness “murine leprosy,” including 
two new antibiotics, cycloserine (Sero- 
mycin, Lilly) and paromomycin (Parke, 
Davis); cortisone and number 
chemical compounds. 

Dr. Chang experimenting with 
slide-culture preparations monocytes 
effort devise practical method 
estimating quickly the capacity 
therapeutic agents inhibit living 
mycobacteria which have 
cytized these tissue cells. generous 
grant $5,000.00 from the Gustavus 
and Louise Pfeiffer Research Founda- 
tion has been allocated the President 
the Memorial toward the support 
Dr. Chang’s work. 

The and laboratories the 
Leonard Wood Memorial also serve 
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Clinical Tala, 


clearing house for Hansen’s disease re- 
search throughout the world. Each year 
scientists from various parts the 
world Africa, England, India, Japan, 
Korea, the Philippines, South America, 
for example pass through 
oratories. Mutual problems are discussed 
and information shared. Then too, visit- 
ing scientists come stay for varying 


periods full year, and learn 
apply modern research methods the 
problem Hansen’s disease 
native lands. Among its other current 
activities the Memorial subsidizes the 
Leprosy Registry the 
and encourages studies the social 
aspects this disease. 

The Leonard Wood 
proud its basic research program. 
has gained the respect both laymen 
and scientists throughout the world. 
Basic research has its paradoxical fea- 
tures. expensive and the same 
time inexpensive. 
equipment, biochemicals and other tools 
are costly; these expenses are increasing 
continually, Such investments, however, 
are cheap the long run. 
disease can eradicated only devel- 
opments proceeding from basic research. 


Dr. James Doull 
The Memorial’s entire 
gram under the expert and direct 
supervision Dr. James Angus Doull, 
Medical Director, whose office located 
Washington, During the past 
Dr. Doull has spent some time 
exploring the possibility holding 
clinical conference orthopedics, phy- 
siotherapy and plastic surgery Han- 
sen’s disease. has placed his propo- 
before the Director the Western 
Regional Office the World 
Health Organization, who favorably 
inclined towards the project but states 
that even arrangements can made, 
budgetary limitations WHO will de- 
lay such conference until 1959. 
Dr. Doull assisted his statistical 
analysis Miss Delta Derrom, who 
(Continued next page) 
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also Editor monthly monograph 
entitled Leprosy Briefs. 


Mr. 
Perry Burgess has been actively interest- 
the field Hansen’s disease for more 
than quarter century and Mrs. Burgess 
shares his interest. Together they have visit- 
hospitals many parts the world. 
February the Memorial announced the 
Executive Secretary. Mrs. Burgess succeeds 
the late Mr. Elias. 


interest our readers are two 
books which have heretofore 
viewed THE STAR; they are Who 
Walk Alone and Born Those Years, 
both written Perry Burgess, president 
the Leonard Wood Memorial. These 
may purchased writing the ad- 
dress given below. Through the gener- 
osity the publisher and author all 
profits from the sale these books 
through the Memorial the Leo- 
nard Wood Memorial and, therefore, 
can also considered direct gift 


this organization. The price the for- 


mer $3.50 and for the latter $4.00 
the two together for $7.00. 

The Leonard Wood Memorial de- 
pends largely gifts from the Ameri- 
can public, for without this financial 
aid, much this all-important work 
would have come end. 
amount too small appreciated. 
Contributions this one-of-its-kind or- 
ganization should sent its exec- 
utive offices, addressed follows: 

The Leonard Wood Memorial 
One Madison Avenue 
New York 10, New York 


the Carville STAR are happy 
endorse and recommend the Leonard 
Wood Memorial our friends. 


Meaningful Statement 


Large sums are now being spent for 
care leprosy patients and this is, 
course, necessary. The farsighted policy, 
however, would invest also subs- 
tantial sums research. Obviously 
uneconomic --or worse-- pay tribute 
indefinitely any extortionist, whether 
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dress. Kindly notify you are moving. 
giving both old and new addresses. 


1957 


IMPORTANT MEETING PHS INTER-BUREAU 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD WASHINGTON 


Pictured the office the committee chairman, Assistant Surg 


— 


eon General Nel- 


son,Chief, Division Hospitals, Bureau Medical Services, are: Seated-left right- 
Crs. Doull, Johnwick, Nelson, Binford. Standing-left right-Drs. Olson, Wagner, Davis, 
Stewart, Wolcott, Sackett, Fite, Anderson and Langmuir. 


The newly reconstituted Inter-Bureau 
Advisory Committee Leprosy met 
Thursday, September 19, 1957, 
all-day session. general, the committee 
agreed stimulate and support activi- 
ties leading toward active program 
training and research leprosy both 
inside and outside the Public Health 
Service, with Carville 
center. meeting leprosy research 
held Carville being planned for 
next March. 

The new committee roster reads 
follows: Medical Director, James 
Doull, Leonard Wood Memorial; Medi- 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology; 


Medical Director, William Stewart, 
Office the Surgeon General; Scientist, 
Director Justin Andrews, National 
Institutes Health; Medical Director, 
Byron Olson, Foreign Quarantine; 
Medical Director, George Fite, Na- 
tional Intitutes Health; Assistant 
Surgeon General, Robert Anderson 
and Dr. Alexander Langmuir, Com- 
municable Disease Center, Atlanta; 
Medical Directors, Edgar Johnwick 
and Rolla Wolcott Carville; 
Medical Director, Carruth Wagner, 
Mr. Robert Hollinger and Assistant 
Surgeon General Kenneth Nelson 
(Chairman) the Bureau Medical 
Services. 


STUDENTS TRAIN HERE 


After year academic work the 
School Physical Therapy, Charity 
Hospital, New Orleans, students are re- 
quired put month on-the-job 
training one several institutions 
the Baton New Orleans area. 
Carville one these institutions. 

Six the students selected Car- 
ville for their internship. Benny 
Heidenreich, Monroe, La., and Miss 
Sylvia von Osthoff, New Orleans, have 
completed their four-weeks 
here. Jim Burns, Columbus, Ga., and 
Eugene Christmas, West Lake, Fla., are 
currently 

Myrna Fay Allen, Ocean Springs, 
Miss., and Miss Chris Pastor, New Orle- 
ans, are scheduled begin work here 
late October 
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FOOD-WEIGHTY QUESTION 


study determine whether food 
consumption here complies with the Na- 
tional Institute Health’s recommenda- 
tions for Carville patients progress 
under the leadership Miss Margaret 
Moore, nutrition consultant with the 
Louisiana State Department Health. 

Assisting Miss Moore are Miss Marlene 


Bond, Miss Marian Wolf and Miss Rose 
Ann Langham, all the State Depart- 
ment Health. 


carry out the study, all returned 
food from patients’ trays the cafe- 
teria was weighed for the period 
week. The group from New Orleans was 
aided the Carville dietetics staff, 
headed Sister Euphemia. 


THE office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana 
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THE CASE THE WAXY CAPSULE 


Can the African Honeyguide 
Solve This Mystery? 


The microbe causing tuberculosis and 
the microbe presumed the cause 
Hansen’s disease, are both rod-shaped 
organisms belonging the acid-fast 
staining group, surrounded waxy 
capsule. The microbes are much alike 
that, single organisms, the scientists 
cannot tell the difference between them 
under the 


The similarity the two germs 
real and continues other aspects 
the two diseases. But what are here 
resemblance, particularly that “waxy 
capsule.” Because the capsule, the 
germ and the Hansen’s bacillus stub- 
bornly resist treatment with most drugs, 
least, goes the theory, Whatever 
‘elfectiveness the old chaulmoogra oil 
treatment Hansen’s disease 
lieved have had was, understand, 
based the theory that the oil 
some ingredient that dissolved the 
waxy capsule around the germ. Having 
had personal experience with chaul- 
moogra oil, can testify that would 
dissolve almost anything, including one’s 
inwards, but apparently even did not 
crack the waxy armor the Hansen’s 
bacillus. 


The case the waxy capsule 
scientific enigma which, could 
solved, might possibly result the find- 
ing drugs, combinations drugs, 
which would attack the microbe 
and the Hansen’s bacillus, stripped 
their waxy coating, that the therapy 
would specific. The term “cured” 
could then used rather than “arrest- 
ed” now the case both these 
chronic 

sat and took notice when 
read story Science News Letter 
the spring 1955 headlined, “African 


Wax-Eating Birds Used Re- 
search.” The story reported that Dr. 
Herbert Friedmann, curator birds 
the Smithsonian Institution, Washing- 
ton, had arranged for live honeyguides 
flown the Army Medical Center 
Washington for study. 

The African greater honeyguide 
distantly related the North American 
woodpecker. one two known 
living creatures that can digest wax, the 
principal food that obtains from bees’ 


nests. 


Scientists the Army Medical Center 
hope learn what makes this diges- 
tion possible. Either intestinal micro- 
organisms, possible some unknown 
species, hitherto unknown enzymes 
are suspected, and they can identi- 
fied, they may prove further aid 
the treatment tuberculosis and Han- 
sen’s Disease. 


lost time getting touch 
with Dr, Friedmann, pointing out our 
special interest this study. his re- 
ply (April 19, 1955) Dr. Friedmann 
wrote, “The investigation the digest- 
ion beeswax honeyguides under 
way and proves matter bacte- 
rial action the intestinal tract the 
birds. have known the fact that lep- 
rosy was one the diseases possible 
interest this work, but our results 
date have not gone far enough even 
contemplate any direct testing the 
responsible organism wax splitting 
any medical therapy.” 

Dr. Friedmann promised keep 
informed developments and added, 
“If further results should warrant at- 
tempting into the matter, would 
possible get cultures Hansen’s 
bacillus?” 

Unfortunately, the Hansen’s bacillus, 
unlike the tuberculosis bacillus, has not 
been successfully cultured. But 
understand that scientists are able 
work with almost pure suspension 
Hansen’s bacilli extracted from infect- 
human tissue, and perhaps such 
suspension could used Dr. Fried- 
mann’s proposed study. 


Promising Results 


The honeyguide wax digestion study 
continues progress the Army 
ical Center, but far Dr. Friedmann 
has published nothing specific regard- 
ing the relation between his studies and 
tuberculosis, but working this 
phase it, and his latest communi- 
cation THE STAR (May 13, 1957), 
Dr. Friedmann said has results which 
can only described “very promis- 
ing.” “So far,” added have not 
attempted apply our findings the 
Hansen’s bacillus, chiefly because our 


THE STAR 


time and personnel are completely ab- 
sorbed the other aspects the work. 
However, have had this mind all 
along, and intend get touch 
with the people the Leonard Wood 
Memorial.” 


Dermatologist Comments 


interesting comment Dr. Fried- 
mann’s study recently came THE 
STAR from internationally known New 
York Dermatologist Dr. Herman Good- 
man: 


the past twenty more years 
have been waiting for this opportunity. 


Experiments reported indicated wash- 
ing Koch organisms (TB bacillus) 
triethanolime prior implantation 


causes change permitting the animal 
destroy the decapsulated bacilli. The 
wax like capsule defies the attack 
the body. 


Triethanolime alkaline emulsi- 
fier. forms water soluble soap with 
the material the capsule. 


treatment theories for tuberculosis 
and Hansen’s disease predicated 
First: emulsification the capsule. 
This done clinically streptomycin 
which quaternary ammonium com- 
pound-like cationic surface acting agen- 
Second: INH other chemical 
PAS for destruction the uncovered 
germ. Also course DDS 
types. 

spoke these matters and this con- 
cept Calcuta the Tropical Diseases 


Institute; also Manila for the people 
the famous hospital for tuberculosis 
surgery. Likewise New York when 
discussing treatment other diseases 
granuloma venereum caused 
encapsulated Equal appli- 
cation rhinoscleroma. 


limited experience with tubercu- 
losis the skin bears out the truth 
the concept and the efficacy the ther 
apy. The published work showing the 
superiority combined streptomycin 
PAS streptomycin INH 
fection (tuberculosis) lends support 
the theory capsule emulsification 
PLUS body resistence body resist- 
ence PLUS superior any one 
these alone. 

The results combined treatment 
Hansen’s disease this theory also lend 


support the emulsification plus 
concept. 

* * * 
Dr. Friedmann and 


his associates have not yet published the 
results their work specifically regard- 
ing the relation between their study 
and tuberculosis, they heve published 
papers cocerning the digestion bees- 
wax honeyguides. 

Microccus Cerolyticus, Nov. SP., 
Organism Isolated 
From The African Honey-Guide 
Friedmann and Kern, Canadian 


Journal Microbiology 1956. 

The Problem Cerophagy Wax- 
Eating The Honey-Guides 
Friedmann and Jerome Kern, The 
Quarterly Review Biology Vol. 31, 
No. March, 1956. 
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TRAGEDY THE PAST 
WITH OVERTONES THE PRESENT 


know the past, and thence will essay glean warning for the future, 
that man may profit his errors, and derive experience from his folly.—Shelley. 


The story George Rachid tragic 
one, the story man who died, 
wretched and alone strange land, 
unable understand the ponderous 
grinding the mills fate which im- 
prisoned him. 


George Rachid was Syrian and 
had Hansen’s disease, his day always 
called “leprosy.” October 11, 1906 
died darkness and alone tent 
near Pickens, West Virginia. How 
came virtually imprisoned that 
tent and how doctor was ordered 
the State Department defend him 
all costs story almost without paral- 
lel the history human misery. 

Rachid was imprisoned 
with violence every turn beeause 
was victim so-called leprosy. The 
State Department ordered 
because this nation’s relations with 
Syria were then, now, the subdued 
language the diplomat, “strained.” 


This picture Rachid was made shortly 

after the afflicted man was brought 

ham. was bewildered, sad man, 

strange country, and far from 
Syria. 


George Rachid doubtless had Han- 
disease when left his native 
Syria. came this country because 
thought that here could find help 
brother apparently got neither for 
stayed only briefly Connecticut 
where his brother lived. With neither 
nor understanding, Rachid had 
have work and found with the 
roads section hand, job that 
could obtained almost anyone 
that time. Although Rachid obtained 
many such jobs after his arrival the 
United States, was unable hold 
them because his condition became 
known each instance and 
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Eventually was employed the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and work- 
various points West Virginia 
until, always, his affliction was dis- 
covered. 

this last instance was found out 
because refused work without his 
gloves and even ate from his lunch pail 
with gloved hands. His section foreman 
became suspicious and ordered him 
Without doubt, Rachid knew 
what the results the examination 
would from long and bitter experi- 
ence. Whether was fired from his job 
quit not known. known, how- 


ever, that the bewildered little man got 
into boxcar and rode from town 
town for days. Perhaps intended 
find work far from West Virginia, per- 
haps where his abiding stigma was not 
known. That was impossible for him 
because each town word his pres- 
ence arrived before him and word his 
presence brought panic hostility 
every turn. 


Eventually, Rachid decided leave 
the train Parkersburg, Va. and 
travel foot. possible that rail- 


officials suggested this course 


him. It, too, failed. Parkersburg the 
whole town was arms and the city 
officials ordered the railroad take the 
man back the county which his dis- 
ease first became known. There was 
law back this order but the rail- 
road saw fit carry out. 

The only place the railroad 
touched Randolph County, which 
his case was diagnosed, was Pickens 
and was place known Hanging 
Rock near Pickens that George Rachid 
was put out, When stepped from the 
boxcar had 100 days live. 

There conjecture about the last 


Dr. Cunningham 


100 days George Rachid for Dr, 
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was ordered visit Rachid twice daily, 
kept day-to-day journal the man’s 
life. Baskets food were provided for 
Rachid and section crew pitch- 
tent for him and made bed from 
train coach cushions. After residents 
Pickens failed attempts pressure 
both the railroad and the doctor into 
moving Rachid, armed guards were 
posted with orders kill anyone who 
would molest him. fence was built 
around him, thus imprisoning man 
who was already imprisoned unrea- 
sonable fear and superstition. 


After several days, Dr. Cunningham 
was unable travel the distance neces- 
sary see his other patients and yet 
visit Rachid twice daily moved 
Rachid and his tent point closer 
the town. The railroad then ordered 
male nurse attend Rachid, 

Shortly after Rachid was moved closer 


the community, Dr. Cunningham re- 
ceived package from the State Depart- 
ment. contained two pistols and 
accompanying letter instructed him 
protect the life George Rachid “at 
all hazards.” While the realized 
that the life George Rachid was not 
sufficient ignite open hostilities, 
was aware that should Rachid die un- 
der improper circumstances this 
country, the would required 
“pay Syria for the loss life 
for which they cared nothing. 

Pressures the good doctor mount- 
day day Rachid’s life ebbed 
away day day. Towns aleng the 
Buckhannon River, near which Rachid 
lived, were arms because they fear- 
that would contaminate their 
water supply and thus cause 
demic. Outside newspapers added fuel 
the flames carrying end 
sensational and alarmistic stories about 
the pitiable little man. 

Then, the 90th day George 


The where George Rachid was buried 
after was put into the coffin with graplin 
hooks. 


Rachid’s incarceration, Dr. Cunnnig- 
ham was informed the railroad that 
special train would sent take 

(Continued next 
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Rachid New York where would 
put aboard ship for Syria. The doctor 
was informed that would accompany 
Rachid all the way and deliver 
Syrian ofticials. required some days 
for Dr, Cunningham make ready and 
finally, the day the scheduled 
arrival the special train, George 
Rachid was found dead the doctor. 
had died heart condition which 
had been known Dr. Cunningham 
for some time. 

But even death George Rachid’s 
troubled existence continued. The peo- 
ple the town objected his burial 
their midst. result Dr. Cunning- 
ham and some trusted helpers who were 
digging grave for the body George 
Rachid and who had placed his body 
with grappling hooks coffin filled 
with quicklime, were interrupted when 
they sought bury the body. angry 
mob townpeople would not permit 
Dr.Cunningham and his assistants left 
the scene. Later that night, darkness 
and stealth, Dr. Cunningham return- 
and placed the coffin the grave 
and placed about the remainder 
the quicklime. 

The last 100 days George Rachid 
ran their bitter and unreasonable course 
little more than half century ago. 
But how much has man profited his 
errors? 

The isolation patients with so-call- 
leprosy has been common practice 
since Biblical times. not strange 
that George Rachid was imprisoned 
1906 any more than strange that 
August 30, 1957, according Asso- 
ciated Press, United Press and Reuters, 
reports, victims so-called leprosy 
were killed and injured their fel- 
lowmen because the patients needed 
place live and work, This latest 
mob violence took place the tiny 
island Pimyoni-Do Island southeast 
Korea, miles west the port 
Pusan, after the patients were moved 
the island work uncultivated land, 
preparatory establishing colony 
near the village Sachon. The villagers 
attacked the patients with bamboo 
spears, stones, clubs and axes. report- 
ed, “An emergency alert was declared 
southeast Korea 7,000 lepers show- 
signs unrest.” (The AP, and 
Reuters dispatches all reeked with the 
odious word.) 

Yesterday, today, yes, today, the pat- 
tern has changed little from Biblical 
times the enlightened age 1906, 
the most enlightened all time, the 
year our Lord 1957. will ever 
thus long the hateful words lepro- 
and leper are allowed tyran- 
nizing the imagination and raise phan- 
toms horror, which overbear reason, 
and arouse such irrational response 
otherwise sensible people. 


COURAGE REWARDED 


Fifteen years patience, courage 
and loneliness have last paid off for 
Ruby Davis. 

After long years, two events im- 
portance beyond expression, recently 
transpired the life that patient, 
whose story, “Courage 
was told THE STAR “September, 
1954 and who that time had resolved 
spend the remainder her life 
this hospital ... away from family and 
loved ones. 

All that now changed. July 
25, Mrs. Davis received telephone call 
from her daughter-in-law who was 
neighboring state. many would 
have been nothing more than pleasant 
routine. Mrs. Davis, who had not 
heard from her only son since three 
months before entering the hospital 
1942, and who had knowledge that 
her son was even married, was almost 
unbelievable. 

result the conversation, in- 
terrupted tears from both women, 
Mrs. Davis’ son, daughter-in-law and 
three grandchildren came see her. 
the day before that momentous visit, 
another hurdle was cleared Mrs. 
Davis. The doctor told her that she had 
achieved her 12th consecutive monthly 
negative test. Thus today she elegible 
for discharge. 

Now after all those years “walking 
alone,” she visit her son’s home for 
the past, Mrs, Davis says, her family 
claims they “just don’t want with- 
out me.” She cannot explain this sudden 
about face the part her son, except 
say, that did not know she was 
Carville. She says her mother knew, but 
would not tell her son. 

Mrs. Davis credits her daughter-in-law, 
whom she did not even know existed, 
with locating her. The daughter-in-law, 
Mary coaxed Mrs. Davis’ mother re- 
veal her whereabouts. Even doing so, 
Mrs. Davis’ mother claimed that her 
daughter was employee here...not 
patient. 

result this, when Mary called 
she almost failed locating Mrs. Davis 
because she was seeking employee. 
The call was finally placed correctly 
and Mary was last told the 
Mrs. Davis says did not shock Mary. 
Far from it. fact Mary and Mary’s 
mother have been here visit Mrs. 
Davis every week since the fateful tele- 
phone conversation. one occasion, 
Mrs. Davis was even permitted see 
her three grandchildren, two boys, six 
and four, and girl one year old. the 
time honored tradition, and man- 
ner which must have been music Mrs. 
Davis’ ears, they called her “grandma.” 

Mary insists that Mrs. Davis come 


THE STAR 


and make her home with her son and 
family, but Mrs. Davis has not yet 
cided upon this step. just can’t make 
mind,” she says. 

Now Mrs. happily making 
preparations for her She smiles 
she explains that she has 
gotten new dress, new slips and “every- 
thing” for the trip. She will, return 
the hospital after her vacation and spend 
least some time here before making 
her decision. 


Welcone Back Old Friend 


Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff, the Lib- 
eral Synagogue, Baton Rouge, has been 
appointed the National Jewish Wel- 
fare Board serve visiting chaplain 
this hospital. The Rabbi, his wife 
and two children, Tamara and David, 
have returned Baton Rouge follow- 
ing two years Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Rabbi Reznikoff not only serves the 
spiritual needs the Jewish commu- 
nity Carville (population one,) but 
good friend the entire 
and ardent supporter our edu- 
cational program. 

Dr. Johnwick has extended warm 
welcome the Rabbi “work with 
us,” welcome echoed the patients. 

During his previous service Baton 
Rouge, Rabbi Reznikoff made regular 
trips Carville. took active part 
many local programs, such Broth- 
erhood sponsored the Point 
Clair Lions Club, and the annual Me- 
morial and Veterans Day observances, 
sponsored the local American Legion 
post 

Rabbi Reznikoff was chaplain 
the armed forces during World War II. 
saw duty overseas., 


THE social service 
ment has been blessed recently with two 
batches loot from the outside. One 
was fat check donated the Radio 
Fund Delta Zeta Sorority. Through 
the Radio Fund, THE STAR provides 
small radios for patients who could not 
otherwise afford them and keeps them 
Repairs are made patient 
basis. The second windfall was three 
dozen beautiful new sport shirts donated 
needy patients here Mr. and Mrs. 
Bankson Shreveport. The Bank- 
sons became interested 
through the influence Mom Miller, 
also Shreveport. Mom one Car- 
ville’s most faithful friends and indoc- 
trinates others with her avid interest and 
has brought Carville many good friends, 
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Standing, Mr. Nesom, Mr. McCormick, Mr. Goodall, Mrs. Goodall, Mr. Pinder, 


Mr. Fisher, Mrs. Nesom, Chaplain Elder. 
Seated, Mrs. Duvic, Mrs. McCormick, Mrs. 

From Los Angeles, Calif., Atlantic 
City, J., via Carville, La., was the 
route chosen the Grand Chef Gare 
the Grand Voiture California, 
10/8, Ralph Goodall and Mrs. Goodall, 
their way the Promenade Nation- 
ale the 40/8 and the National Con- 
vention the American Legion. 

The big gathering Legionnaires 
Atlantic City was the main event the 
Goodalls coast-to-coast motor journey, 
but one can sure they will long re- 
member September the day they spent 
this hospital, and shall not soon 
forget the friendly California couple 
who drove considerable distance out 
their way see the place and meet 
the people whom they had become 
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40/8 Grand Chef from the West Coast, 
Ralph Goodall (L) being greeted Grand 
Chef from the Deep South, Maurice Pinder 


Grand Chef and Mrs. Goodall drove 
Carville from Baton Rouge with 
Frank Nesom Voiture 340 and 
Mrs. Nesom. They were met here 
the Grand Chef Gare Louisiana, 
Maurice Pinder New Orleans. Other 
out-of-town friends here welcome the 
Californians and assist the local vets 
entereaining Mr. and Mrs. Goodall 
were John Fisher, Voiture 108, New 
Orleans; McCormick, Past Com-- 
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Bauer, Mrs Routier, Mrs. Elder. 


mander, Louisiana Department, Ameri- 
can Legion, and Mrs. McCormick, 
Chapeau Departmentale, 8/40, Destre- 
han; and Mrs. Rita Duvic, President, 
Mrs. Doris Routier, Rehabilitation 
Chairman, and Mrs. Juanita Bauer, 
Nicholson Unit 38, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Baton Rouge. 

The Goodalls were greeted their 
arrival Carville’s chaplain, Carl 
Elder, Grand Aumonier (State Chap- 
lain, 40/8). The Chaplain escorted the 
visitors the office the Medical 
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Mr. Pinder, Mrs. McCormick, Mr. Fisher, 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodall look over THE STAR 
printing plant. 


Officer Charge, Dr. Johnwick 
who expressed his appreciation for their 
visit and interest. 

Waiting the offices THE STAR 
give the visitors the grand tour were 
Geoge Dana, Commander, and Car- 
penter, Adjutant, the Local 
Spann Post 188, Joe Martinez, Chef 
Gare the local Voiture 902, 40/8, and 
Stanley Stein, The tour started THE 
STAR printing plant where most the 
was given the National 
40/8. The tour included the occupation- 
therapy department, the school and 
manual arts division, the chapels, and 
the Infirmary where the visitors saw the 


California Leader And His Lady Spend The Day Carville 


physical therapy department 
laboratory, They were much impressed 
with the beauty the buildings and the 
grounds and could not get over the size 
the Mrs. Goodall, World 
War Army nurse, was especially inter- 
ested the treatment rooms and other 
medical phases. 


The tour wound noon the 
ballroom the recreation building 
where box lunches were served the 
guests, local vets, members the local 
Post and Unit, and group other 
patients. The lunch, prepared well- 
known Baton Rouge caterer, featured 
roast duck. One item the menu 
brought comment from Mrs. Goodall, 
“dirty rice,” dish peculiar Louisi- 


Come and get it! 

The local Voiture, 40/8, was host the 
delicious box lunch. was made possible 
through the entertainment fund furnished 
Voiture National, through the Grand 
Voiture Louisiana. 
ana, which Mrs. Goodall found partic- 


ularly tasty though new her. 


The “after dinner talks,” with Chap- 
lain Elder emcee, took informal 
note. All the guests had word say 
and the Grand Chefs had several words. 
Grand Chef Pinder commented the 
high morale found here and Grand 


Chef Goodall promised even greater sup- 
port our educational program through 
the medium THE STAR, from the 
40/8 California. The 40/8 that 
State, for the past two years, has led all 
Grand Voitures the nation secur- 
ing subscriptions THE STAR. 


Mrs. Goodall expressed her pleasure 
being here and told her hospital 
work California. She has been hospi- 
tal chairman for three years and said 
that some people think she crazy 
continue the chairmanship she has 
many other duties, but she said she 
loves the work. 

Mrs. “Steve” McCormick said 
she supposed she must six times 
crazy Mrs. Goodall she has been 
Carville Hospital chairman for the 
Louisiana Department the American 
Legion Auxiliary for years. 

Stanley Stein thanked the honor 
guests for “coming see us” and asked 
Grand Chef Goodall convey special 

(Continued page 
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False Diagnosis 
Brings Damage Suit 


resident has filed 
$150,000 damage suit against Rock- 
ford, doctor and hospital for false 
diagnosis so-called leprosy. Mrs. Laura 
Clark, Loves Park, suburb Rock- 
ford, asks $75,000 each from Dr. Paul 
Van Pernis, resident pathologist, and 
the Swedish-American Hospital Rock- 
ford. 

Mrs. Clark’s case was diagnosed Au- 
gust 1956 so-called leprosy and the 
case was given wide publicity, that 
time THE STAR took note the need- 
less publicity which some papers in- 
cluded Mrs. Clark’s name and address. 

the time the diagnosis, accord- 
ing Associated Press story, the 
Rockford township health 
veyed the woman’s neighborhood. 
examination household 
would have been reasonable, but appar- 
ently the whole 
stirred up. Why? this to-do spite 
the fact that other doctors contended 
Mrs. Clark did not have HD, and 
understand that laboratory tests Car- 
ville later confirmed their opinion. 

her suit, Mrs. Clark states she 
actually victim Buerger’s disease. 
The mis-diagnosis caused her 
“falsely and wrongfully deprived her 
liberty for three weeks.” Mrs. Clark’s 
charges that the publication the diag- 
nosis injured her reputation 
acter. 

(Buerger’s disease vascular dis- 
ease affecting principally the peripheral 
arteries and veins.) 


WRONG DIAGNOSES COMMON 


There are many instances, according 
authoritative medical sources, 
which other diseases are first thought 
so-called leprosy. Two cases 
Buerger’s disease, for example, have 
been sent this hospital diagnosed 
Hansen’s disease. outstanding ex- 
ample how far diagnosis can 
the wrong direction, one case sent 
here which was found scabies, 
That case has been diagnosed 
prominent New York dermatologist. 
Other ailments all commonly diag- 
nosed Hansen’s disease are tubercu- 
losis the skin, sarcoid, pellagra, pe- 
ripheral neuritis, syringomyelia, and 
all things, common acne. 

The mis-diagnosis works the other way 
too, and even more frequently. 

sdid that the average patient 
Carville had for years more be- 
fore his case was correctly diagnosed. 
sometimes gives false positive 
Wasserman and this often misleads 
physicians diagnose the case syph- 
ilis. Some the best medical centers 


the country have Many 
tients give histories diagnosis and 
treatment for other diseases, which treat- 
ment,because contra-indicated for 
HD, proves harmful. 

Mrs. Clark’s case again points the 
vital need for physicians throughout the 
country, even the most them seldon 
see case, become familiar with the 
early signs and symptoms HD, even 
though most them, except 
endemic states, seldon see case. 


TEXAS NURSES 
WILL STUDY HERE 


three-day course Hansen’s dis- 
ease will offered this hospital 
Public Health nurses from 
ginning Oct. 29. The course will cover 
both the medical and social aspects 
the disease. 

The program follows: 

Tuesday, Oct. 29: history, etiology and 
pathogenesis, Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Dr. Wolcott, Clinical Direc- 
tor, and Dr, Chapman Binford, 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology, 
Washington; symptoms and signs, diag- 
nosis and differential diagnosis, Dr. 
Wolcott and Dr. Kenneth Ambrose, Car- 
ville staff; teaching films, and tour 
the hospital. 


Wednesday, Oct. 30; epidemiology 
and communicability, Dr. James 
Doull, Medical Director Leonard Wood 
Memorial, and Dr. William Meyer, La. 
State Board Health; treatment, man- 
agement complication, and adjunct 
therapy, Dr. Wolcott, Dr. Ambrose and 
Dr. Conrad Herr, Carville staff; social 
problems and rehabilitation, Dr. John- 
wick and Mr, Willard Cannon, medical- 
social worker, Carville; recreation, ed- 
ucation, community program, Mr. 
Rickman, Director Community Activ- 
ities, Carville, and Rev. Carl Elder 


and Father Francis Sadlier, Carville 
chaplains. 
Thursday, Oct. 


activities Louisiana and case finding, 
Dr. Meyer and Miss Hines, RN, La. 
State Board Health; outpatient man- 
agement and case holding, Dr. Meyer; 
follow-up hospitalized and outpatient 
cases, development registers summa- 
ry, Dr. Johnwick, Dr. Doull, Dr. Freed- 
man, La. State Board Health, and 
Dr. Meyer. 


Subscribers Attention 


kindly address your envelope to: 

The Star 

Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 

Carville, La. 
Checks money orders for subscrip- 
should made payable The 
ar. 
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Splendid Proposal 


project has been suggested 
cessful conclusion, will help solve 
one the greatest problems often faced 
Hansen’s disease patients when they 
are discharged from this hospital. 

The project was suggested Dewey 
Vinson, prominent Kansas City Legion- 
naire and Grand Publiciste the Grand 
Voiture Missouri. Mr. Vinson, 
able newsman, with the Associated 
Press, Kansas City Bureau. Vinson’s 
suggestion that the honor society 
The American Legion, initiate pro- 
gram help discharged Hansen’s dis- 
ease patients, find employment. 

Vinson has submitted stories the 
National Tribune, Washington, and 
the Forty and which 
points out that the now sponsors 
annual nation-wide subscription drive 
THE STAR among its members. 
“It hope that they (40 
will institute program employment 
for those good people who have all the 
right accepted into the community 
where they belong. Every Post and 
Voiture should consider this seriously.” 

was Vinson’s suggestion that the 
work close cooperation with 
officials this hospital and our local 
veterans organizations his proposed 
employment program, 

Thus far concrete action has been 
taken toward accomplishment the 
proposed move, but Vinson 
“selling” the idea Forty and Eighters 
throughout the nation. Past perform- 
ances the are ample reason 
hope that this ambitious and needed 
project will undertaken. Benefit 
those who are discharged would be- 
yond measure. 

Dewey Vinson will vacation 
November 10—24, and during that time 
plans visit Carville. have 
suggested that spend Veterans Day 
(November 11) here. 


CALIFORNIA 40-8 LEADER 


appreciation from THE STAR all 
California /8-ers for their sustained 
interest and support. Gifts were present- 
Grand Chef and Mrs. Goodall 
and Grand Chef Pinder. 

Deftly mixing business with 
pleasure, the guests and local group 
then met the offices THE STAR 
discuss problems faced this publica- 
tion. The Grand Chefs will bring these 
problems the attention the Nation- 
drove away they took with them five 
THE STAR, July- 
August 1957, Special 40/8 edition, for 
distribution the Promenade Nation- 
ale. 
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Rickman, Jr., director communi- 
activities, holds the trophy presented 


the Patients’ Federation the Louisiana 
State Police. The Police are the champs 
the 1957 River Softball League. Nine teams 
competed. The Point Clair Indians, “all 
patients this hospital” finished second. 
Dean Currier, manager the Indians, 
shown congratulating the manager the 
Police. The champs are the back- 
ground. 


The State Police won the River 
League softball championship Aug. 29, 
turning back the Point Clair Indians 
The game was played 
local grounds. All softball games the 
River League which the Indians par- 
ticipated were played 
grounds. 

The Indains had fine season, win- 
ning and losing They were man- 
aged Dean Currier, physical therapist. 

For their excellent showing the “Indi- 


ans’ were presented with miniature 


ver softballs Spann Unit 188 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 


Golf Tourney Coming 


More than ninety Louisiana golfers 
have been invited participate the 
twelfth semi-annual Carville Invitation- 
Golf Tourney Sunday, 13. 

The tournament which was initiated 
1951 has grown popularity the 
point that has been necessary con- 
duct the event purely invitational 
basis. Former champions include players 
from New Orleans, Baton Rouge and 
Memphis. 

The tournament provides fine 
opportunity for patients match their 
golfing skill with number the better 
golfers around the State. 

Following qualifying round, com- 
petitors are grouped flights eight 
with the winner and runner-up each 
awarded prizes. The prize list con- 
tains much fine golfing merchandise, 
such caddy-carts, golf bags, umbrellas, 
sweaters, jackets, etc. 

Officials for the tournament include 
Henry Thomas, Carville’s own golf pro, 
who will serve tourney director; 
Marion Scobell, Baton Rouge golf pro, 
starter; Louis Boudreaux, 
Federation, entry chairman; Robert 


Michael recreation supervisor, scorer. 
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Latest Sewing Equipment 
Donated Hospital 


Mary and Kitty are shown giving the 
new sewing equipment work out. 

Carville has been the fortunate re- 
cipient some very modern sewing 
equipment, thanks Mrs. Pauline 
Stout, National Philanthropies Chair- 
man Delta Zeta, and Mr. Luke, 
Agent, Singer Sewing Machine Company 
representative New Orleans, Loui- 
siana. 

The new additions consist two 
beautiful blonde finish “Formica” top 
sewing and cutting tables, each equipped 
with the latest model electric 
Singer Sewing machines with attach- 
ments. 

Carville seamstresses and dressmakers 
will have “field day” with the new 
equipment. addition, number 
patients who have never before used 
machine have expressed their desire for 
instructions. The equipment has been 
located the Occupational Therapy 
Department. 

Interest the project was born last 
Fall when Mr. Luke the Singer 
Company arranged for series sewing 
classes for patients. Later, when the pro- 
ject was expanded include four new 
sewing machines, Delta Zeta Sorority 
graciously underwrote 
Again Carville has been highly favored. 


SCHOOL OPENS 


The local school opened doors Mon- 
day, September with enrollment 
students. 

With much new equipment, such 
glareless, fluorescent lights, new film 
strip projection screen, and three brand 
new typewriters, the students and teach- 
ers are looking forward very success- 
ful semester. 

Mr. Gaston England, Baton Rouge, 
the principal. Mrs. Mamie Grevem- 
berg, St. Gabriel, teaches English and 
literature, and Miss Una Stutson, com- 
mercial courses. 


“The eighth annual open house Hale 
Mohalu, the territory Han- 
sen’s disease Center, Pearl City, near 
Henolulu, will held October 19. The 
Royal Hawaiian Band will play. tour 
the Center’s new phycical therapy and 
occupational therapy 
follow. Many guests are expected. 


THE STAR 


Oct. Seventh Anniversary Point 

Clair Lions Club. Party Ballroom. 
William (Bill) Clark, Shreveport, 
guest speaker. Many visiting Lion dig- 
nitaries expected. Diversified entertain- 
ment. Instrumentalists from Louisiana 
State University School Music, and 
Bob Reed with group radio 
personalities musical melange. The 
next issue THE STAR will carry 
the picture story. 
Oct, 12: Columbus Day. Game party 
Unit 188, American Legion Auxiliary. 
Oct. Twelfth Semi-Annual Invita- 
tional Golf Tournament. 
Nov. Annual Veterans Day Observ- 
ance, Sponsored Spann Post 
188, American Legion and Voiture Lo- 
cale 902 the Special program 
celebrate local Post’s 25th anniver- 
sary. Carville’s staunch friend Watson 
Miller, Washington, vice chairman, 
National Rehabilitation Commission, 
American Legion scheduled principal 
speaker morning ceremony. Old 
friends from the and 
gather for reunion. LSU 
Rifles will execute crack drill, Concert 
band and other attractions. Barbecue 
noon for guests and patients prepared 
and served visiting forty and eighters. 
Finals American Legion Golf Tour- 
nament. Grand ball will conclude fes- 
tivities. 


CALIFORNIA 40-8 LEADER Con’t— 

Ralph Goodall, who was elected 
highest post the California 40/8 
this year, charter member the 
Canoga Post 243, and was its first Com- 
mander (1923). has been active 
Legion circles ever since. retired 
November 1956 from the State Board 
Equalization, Division Assessment 
Standards. 

Mrs. Goodall the only woman who 
has ever served Adjutant the Amer- 
ican Legion Post the 20th District 
California, She was school nurse 
the Los Angeles County System for 
twenty ytars. 

Mr. and Mrs. Goodall now live 
Woodland Hills, suburb Los 
Angeles. 


SPORTS 


Three medical missionaries, all 
them Mennonites and two them 
bound for stations remote points 
the world, made stopovers this hospi- 
tal this summer. They came 
ize themselves with what being done 
for patients with Hansen’s disease here. 
One the visitors not only dropped 


the offices THE STAR, but 
also flew over us, was Dr. Harold 
Housman, 29, Lancaster, Pa. 1956 
graduate Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. Dr. and Mrs. Housman 
are route East Africa under the 
auspices the Eastern 
While visiting here they rented air- 
plane Baton Rouge and flew over 
the hospital. 


Dr. Housman will work the 104-bed 
general hospital Tarmine, Tangan- 
yika, East Africa, and settle- 
ment nearby. The area which Dr. 
Housman will work clearly need 
workers his field. ‘The incidence 
Hansen’s disease there per thou- 
sand. the settlement the people sim- 


ply build their own homes 
provided the government. With the 
prevails there, Dr. should 
have ample opportunity carry out 
his desire service his fellow 
men, 


visitor, who works under the aus- 
pices the Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee, was Dr. Goering, origi- 
nally from McPherson, Kansas. Dr. 
Goering was Carville for week pre- 
paratory leaving for Bannethout, Viet 
Nam. The Christian Missionary Alliance 
has charge the work 
thout its own set-up, but the 
Mennonites furnish the medical staff. 
There are approximately 
clinics the Bannethout area which 
Dr. Goering will serve. will as- 
sisted his wife, registered medical 
technologist. 


The third Mennonite visitor was Dr. 
John Schmidt Kansas City who 
has worked Paraguay for the past 
ten years. THE STAR covered Dr. 
Schmidt’s visit our July-August issue 
but did not mention that the last 
day his Carville visit, Dr. Schmidt 
was joined his wife, whom had 
the pleasure meeting. Mrs. Schmidt, 
N., works side side with her 
husband Asuncion, Paraguay. 

Don Rutledge, representing Missions, 
Pix, Rockvale, Tenn., was here during 
the summer shoot pictures and gather 
material for story about Carville. Mr. 
Rutledge hopes place his story with 
religious publication with 
the story clicks with agency, 
ally reaches about one hundred million 
readers, Mr. Rutledge said. became 
interested doing story this hospi- 


Recamier. 


tal through American Leprosy 
Inc., New York. 

Clinton, Michigan, woman who has 
the distinction being both regis- 
tered nurse and ordained minister, 
visited the hospital here August while 
route New Hope Town Cape 
Palmas, Liberia, West Africa. The nurse- 
minister, Miss Lois Lemm, was schedul- 
sail from New York September 
her station she will work the 


Dr. Meyer, Miss Odile Tommy-M 


out-patient clinic. There hospital 
the location. 

Miss Lemm graduate Cleary 
College, Michigan, Harper 
Hospital School Nursing, Detroit, 
and the Central Bible Institute, Spring- 
field, Mo. She was ordained 1952 
minister the Assembly God 
Church and was pastor Delta, Ohio, 
for six years. 

Dr. William Meyer, former Carville 
staff member now loan from the PHS 
the La. State Board Health 
charge the state’s Hansen’s disease 
program, brought three interesting vis- 
itors the hospital here Sept. The 
visitors were Miss Odile Tommy-Martin 
and Dr. Marc Recamier, both Paris, 
France, and Miss Helene St. Hilarie 
Montreal, Canada. The two young 
women are graduate nurses. The two 


artin, Miss Helene St. Hilarie and Dr. 


French visitors are study tour 
Public Health and other hospital 
ations this country. 

Dr. Meyer met the group New Or- 
leans and keeping with long-stand- 
ing custom, saw that they visit- 
Carville. 

Two Sisters, one them 
and the other medical social 
worker, who spent ten years working 

(Continued page 12) 


VIRGIN ISLANDS USA PARADISE FOR PATIENTS 


Carl 


Readers the classic story frontier 
life, “The Hoosier Schoolmaster,” 
remember the veteran the War 
1812 who “fit the battle Lundy’s 
Lane.” Half his head was shot off 
that encounter and was replaced, 
said, “tater.” Ever afterward 
sometimes spoke from the good half 
his head and sometimes from the “tat- 
only when talked from the good 

tell this story because what follows 
may seem impossible some STAR 
readers, and also because position 
Protestant Chaplain this institu- 
far responsibility for work con- 
cerned. Forty per cent time 
employed and paid the Public Health 
Service, for the other sixty per cent 
responsible the American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc, 

The story that follows written 
and way involves necessarily 
expresses the views the Public Health 
while fulfllling assignment the 
ALM visit the Hansen’s Home 
Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin 

Readers THE STAR will remem- 
ber that several years ago number 
patients from the Virgin Islands were 


brought Carville for treatment. They 


came two groups, the first arriving 
some eight years ago, the second {five 
years ago. Just what agreement was 
reached regarding the purpose their 
coming the duration their stay was 
not then, nor has not yet, been clearly 
made known. Certainly 
who came were not told. 

Nearly three years those still here 
were notified that they were being sent 
back the Virgin Islands. After six 
years residence the part some, 


nearly three the part others, they 
were given three days notice that they 
were return. The story was 
THE STAR. The memory this 
happening not pleasant one those 
who witnessed it. 


just short time letters began 
coming back telling distressing 
ditions. They described buildings that, 
during the stay the patients Car- 
ville, had fallen into disrepair; grounds 
that had become overgrown 
more like jungle than hospital grounds, 
and the rum distillery immediately 
adjacent the home which floods the 
whole area with the stench fermenting 
molasses. this odor was intoxicating, 
the patients would drunken 
stupor all the Vermin the 
deserted, tumble-down buildings and 
one man wrote that rats “nimbled” his 
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Ider, Resident Protestant Chaplain, Carville 


patients live tumble-down shacks under the American Flag. 


feet night. all sounded unbelievable. 
Lest unfair impression created, 
should said that the Virgin Islands 
medical authorities were given only 
three days notice that the patients were 
returning and had opportunity 
preparing place for them. For rea- 
sons that are given later has been 
difficult for them much since. 
They may fault but the sharpest 
criticism should directed elsewhere. 

The Home occupies naturally iso- 
lated area the shore about two miles 
from Christiansted. has been fenced 
segregate the patients and some 
twenty-five acres more less size. 
There are fourteen buildings, including 
home for the resident nurse, small 
dispensary, kitchen, utility building 
and two chapels. these, five can 
the other buildings are occupied 
tients. Four this number are arrested 
cases and ten active. With the exception 
fourteen year old boy, all are 
middle-age Contrary the 
situation generally 
the majority are women. 


Each patient has room some eight 
ten size. There are four such rooms 
each building ward, Leaky roofs 
and drab surroundings create spirit 
lethargy. Most the rooms were 
neatly kept but up-hill job. 
“tidy up” the surroundings beyond 
their strength. 

Treatment for the disease 
aid care are given the dispensary 
the resident nurse who duty forty 
hours per week. There provision 
for hospitalization except the Gen- 
eral Hospital about three-quarters 
mile away. The arrested cases receive 
welfare assistance and must pay for their 
medical care. 

think fair say that the con- 


ditions the Hansens Home are just 
bad the patients painted them. The 
two pictures this page are represent- 
ative the unkept, rundown and gener- 
ally deplorable condition the place. 

“How did get that way?” After talk- 
ing number people who are 
position know, the first answer 
dollars and cents. The Virgin Islands 
are among the smallest all United 
States possessions. The total area 133 
sq. miles. The population 1950 was 
26,655. Their native population, the 
case St, Croix least, decreasing. 
considerable tourist trade 
and number people from the States 
have chosen retire there. 


badly crippled patient outside her living 


quarters. Note deplorable conditions 
shack and grounds. 

Apart from the income from tourist 
business, the islands are dependent 
one effort being 
made diversify the agriculture and 
broaden the base the economic 
structure but progress slow. The de- 
mands for services the municipal 
government are great. maintain 
adequate hospital for only fourteen 
patients would call for expenditure 
funds that would make the cost per 

patient excessively high. The broader 
(Continued next page) 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS cont’d— 


health needs the islands must met. 
The shortage both money and med- 
ical personnel pose the difficult prob- 
lem how use available means for 
the greatest good all. 

The Virgin Islands need help meet- 
ing this problem. Since they are pos- 
session the United States, would 
seem that our Government through the 
Public Health Service has 
bility the matter. could advise 
with the Island authorities with view 
either appropriating funds for 
better institution there, else bringing 
the patients Carville. Considering 
the small number patients the 
(the small number entering the 
Home the past few years would in- 
dicate decrease the disease), the 
latter would seem the better solu- 
tion, both from the standpoint econ- 
omy and medical care. 


The Public Health Services assumes 
national responsability the care 
Hansen’s Disease patients who come 
chiefly from four areas this 
The same work Hawaii heavily 
subsidized. SHOULD NOT HELP 
THE 


Who Will Aid Patients Burma 


Aid the value $44,000 for Burma 
for her fight against Hansen’s Disease 
will recomended the September 
meeting the Executive Board the 
United Nations Children’s Fund. 

The Hansen’s Disease 
gram has already registered more than 
42,000 cases, which 33,500 are under 
treatment. The aid now requested will 
enable the program bring under 
treatment 50,000 cases the end 
1959. Burma has one the highest prev- 
alence rates Asia with estimated 
200,000 cases HD. 

The World Health Organization pro- 
vides technical assistance the 
program. 


NEW ALM APPOINTEE 


The Rev. David Todd, Sun 
Valley, Calif., has been appointed west- 
Leprosy Missions, Rev. Todd’s area 
consits western states. Western 
Area headquarters are 326 Third 
Los Angeles, Calif. former 
pastor the First Christian Church 
Sun Valley and one eight area 
representatives throughout the country 
who carry educational 
tional activities the organization. 
ALM the Nation’s only co-operative 
Protestant agency with world-wide 
program. The program includes aid 
160 hospitals, clinics 
settlements countries. 


First Citizen Detroit 
STAR Booster 


Detroit man who active more 
than thirty educational, welfare 
ligious groups still finds time one 
THE most effective ambas- 
sadors goodwill. Dr. Harvey 
Merker, 68, who retired last year 
director scientific relations for Parke, 
Davis and Company, the largest pharma- 
ceutical firm the world and the de- 
velopers promin, the first the 
sulfone drugs which have been effec- 
tive the treatment Hansen’s disease. 


evidence his good work, Dr. 
Merker last year gave lectures, for 
the most part before lay groups, 
“Medicine from Sorcery Salk” 
which made mention the use 
the sulfone drugs and the struggle 
adopt the use the term Hansen’s 
disease. 

Dr. Merker wrote recently, 
read THE STAR with much interest.... 
continue tell the story the use 
sulfones and your effort adopt the 
term Hansen’s disease. Keep 
good work, especially 
problems.” 

Earlier this year the Common Council 
the City Detroit named Dr. Merker 
First Citizen Detroit. The 
resolution bestowing the title Dr. 
Merker cited him for his 
contributions the happiness, health 
and well-being Detroit citizens and 


mankind generally.” 

The citation commends Dr. Merker 
for his half century generous devo- 
tion “of his time, knowledge, energy, 
wise counsel and means, for the benefit 
others the community, agencies 
and activities the field education, 
library science, religion, research, child 
health and welfare and recreation and 
youth business training.” 

long climb from youth de- 
dress well, but clean” the position 
respect now accupied Dr. Merker. 
worked his way through the University 
Michigan, earning degree Chem- 
ical engineering. His first job Parke, 
Davis and Company was hauling 100— 
pound bottles glycerine. 
from that job, time, analytical 


chemist, head the digestive ferment 
department, superintendent manufac- 
turing and eventually director scien- 
tific relations. 

But during the busy years accom- 
plishment, Dr. Merker never forgot the 
advice given him his friend and ad- 
visor, Dr. Archibald Diack, Detroit 
dentist, who influenced him his 
youth and told him always serve his 
community. his life result fol- 


lowing that advice, Dr. Merker must in- 
deed conceive the world his com- 
numity for has served and continues 
serve well, not only those Detroit, 
but sufferers from Hansen’s disease 
Carville and throughout the world. 


GUEST BOOK 
the jungles near Riberalta, Beni, Bo- 
livia, were Carville visitors August. 
The two, Sister Mary Vivian, MD, and 
Sister Francis Jerome, medical social 
worker, were this country one- 
year furlough. They said the settlement 
for patients with Hansen’s 
about two hours river from Riberal- 
ta, but most the work done 
out-patient clinic. The Sisters plan 
return Bolivia October. 

Two South American medical social 
workers who have been studying 
Tulane University, School Social wel- 
fare, visited Carville August before 
returning their separate countries 
and their work. 

They were Miss Hermenegilda Gayoso 
Paraguay and Louis Carrasco Bo- 
livia. They were here August through 
and had been studying this country 
under the auspices the International 
Cooperation Administration, formerly 
the Point Four Program. Hansen’s dis- 
ease exists Paraguay and Bolivia and 
the young social workers will have oc- 
casion use whatever knowledge the 
disease they gained while here. 


Father Steigmeyer, CSC, who 
has worked for 714 years Our Lady 
Mercy Hospital East Pakistan, 
visited here for several days early 
October. Father Steigmeyer chaplain 
the hospital and the States 
leave. plans return Pakistan 
the end this month. 


Coincidentally with 
meyer’s visit had letter from Sister 
Anna affiliated with Our Lady 
Mercy. She wrote that they receive each 
issue THE STAR and find very 
helpful their work, 

Sister Anna stated that they have be- 
gun interdermal injections the 
ianum Antigen,’ and hope later 
able compare results with 
obtained Carville. 


Doris Porter, Toledo, Ohio re- 
cently graduated RN, was here Oct. 
before sailing February for Liberia 
where she will work the settlement 
Yila. She work under the aus- 
pices the Mid-Baptist Missions 
Cleveland, Ohio. Miss Porter will 
one two nurses the settlement 
where some 250 patients are treated 
outpatient basis. She will serve 
three-year tour duty Liberia. 
Miss Porter said Carville’s facilities are 
“just wonderful” and commented that 
she has read many books 
about Carville. 


September-October 
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GIVEN THE WORD “LEPROSY” WRITERS RUN AMUCK 


Some people lie for convenience and 
some lie necessity. Others lie out 
sheer malice and still others lie for pay. 
these the paid liar perhaps the 
most held contempt. When the 
words paid liar carry all the impact 
held contempt. 

Such the work paid liar who 
wrote article entitled “My Life With 
the Lepers” for the October 
Man’s Magazine, Pyramid publication. 


The piece fabrication question 
purports have been written 
“Dr. Edmund Shafer” told Edwin 
Burkholder. THE STAR has estab- 
lished that such physician exists, 
has not done the things claims 
have done, was not the places 
claims have been and most mis- 

NOT listed the American Directory 
1956 issued the American Medical 


Association. “Dr. Shafer” claims have 
worked the colony Christiansted, 
St. Croix, Virgin Islands 1936. This 
not true. “Dr. Shafer” claims that 
there were many patients 
United States St. Croix between 1936 
and 1940. Not true. During those years 
there were patients St. Croix from 
the United States and only one Cauca- 
sian patient, 

much for “Dr. Shafer;” 
phony three-dollar bill. 

for Mr, Burkholder, efforts 
have been made verify dispute his 
identity because matters not all 
what name was used the paid liar 
who fabricated that singularly harmful 
piece fiction. 

fairness must said that 
occasional fact creeps between the many 
outright lies the article. How that 


happened not easy understand 
when one imagines the difficulty the 
paid liar must have had sweating and 
drooling effort dream horrors 
shocking enough sell his stinking 
work. piece fiction, the work 
reasonably complete that has just 
touch romantic love....just enough 
tease. This contained the love 
“Dr. for one Carlota Montez, 
and, naturally, Carlota for the good 
doctor. Carlota American Citizen, 
the story goes, “is teacher English 
exclusive private school Mani- 
la.” She and the doctor are doing just 
fine lovers when discovered 
that Carlota has so-called leprosy, She 
taken the island Cebu the 
Philippines for treatment, There, the 
story claims (in real whopper lie) 
that the gate guarded “sour faced” 
Filipinos with machine guns. Carlota 


1957 


does not like being there and likes 
even less that the good, kindhearted 
doctor won’t leave her, The story does- 
n’t say whether she doesn’t want him 
make the sacrifice just plain sick 
his company, but any event, Car- 
olta makes break for and comes 
down with good case jungle fever. 
(Jungle fever always handy include 
way rid characters who clutter 
the picture.) 

The scene which Carlota dies 
really touching. handled thus: “As 
dawn broke over the smoking and humid 
jungle the morning the third day, 
she looked me, smiled and said 
thick, guttural whisper, ‘Goodby 

The story contains some noteworthy 
boneheads. The finest example this 
the photographs which accompany 
the article. 

full page devoted photograph 
witchdoctor who badly mutilated 
Hansen’s disease. The caption terms 
him “tribal witchdoctor” the “Cebu 
Leper Colony.” The photo shows 
Congolese witchdoctor. How got from 
Africa into colony the Philippines 
will probably remain one life’s great 
unsolved 

Further manipulation photographs 
will probably provide end embar- 
rassment for Dr. Eugene Kellers- 


berger, honorary vice president the 


American Leprosy Missions. The maga- 
zine borrowed photo Dr. Kellers- 
berger from Raymond Currier, sec- 
retary the missions. They printed the 
picture without identifying Dr. Kellers- 
berger, but the implication that 
picture the author. 

There not continuity the fiction. 
Rather potpourri vaguely re- 
lated and imaginary incidents. For that 
reason, letter from Dr. Ira Hirschy, 
director the Division Hansen’s 
Disease, Department Health, Ter- 
ritory Hawaii, best sums the 
criticism THE STAR has offer. 

THE STAR herewith prints portions 


Dr. Hirschy’s letter which address- 
Man’s magazine with the request 
that printed. One can reason- 
ably certain they will not comply. 

(Dr. Hirschy one few health 
officials make official protest 
publications printing misleading 
formation about Hansen’s disease, 
has repeatedly written publications 
appealing for end the use 
cliches which perpetuate the stigma 
heart from Dr, Hirschy’s work, especially 
since the Public Health Service 
through the years has not lifted finger 
that important work and has 
more than one occasion refused add 


THE STAR 


the weight its official protest spe- 


cific stories brought their attention 
STAR.) 


“Certain ‘magic’ rites are practiced 
the Virgin Islands but these are regional 
practices the people, not practices 
which arise from Hansen’s 

“If man woman practices sex 
fetishes before contracts Hansen’s 
disease,obviously will continue after 
he gets the disease. The man or woman 
not given sex fetishes does not develop 
them secondary effect Hansen’s 
disease. 

“The author’s description the prac- 
tices which says ‘are common all 
leper colonies’ are viciously cruel. The 
patients know and have known for 
years normal courtship, are 
married, usually church, and conduct 
their marital lives with privacy and dis- 
cretion within their own quarters. 

not only doubt the truth and accu- 
racy of the author's sensational accounts 
sex fetishes, condemn them the 
grounds bad taste. 

sexual overactivity among 
patients are also examples twisting 
cause and effect. one year during the 
1936-40 period, birth 
rate the Virgin Islands reached 
per cent all births. This statistic was 
that the general population and 
points fair amount sexual activity 
among the general population. false 
and unfair say that Hansen’s disease 
cause sexual license when obvi- 
ously sexual license 
among the healthy population. 

“Though the author makes pretence 
asking for greater understanding 
Hansen’s disease, the sensational de- 
scription ‘patients’ makes the article 
little more than horror story. Both the 
patients from the States and the author 
are unknown to the man who was med- 
ical director St. Croix during the 
years mentioned. 


letter THE STAR, Dr. Hirschy 
said Dr. Norman Sloan, member 
the territorial health department, term- 
the article “completely false” 
far described St. Croix from 1936 
1940. 

Adding insult injury, the magazine’s 
management had the gall ask the 
American Leprosy Missions 
ance publicizing the article. Mr. 
Currier replied the negative that 
request and pointed out that the article 
was “shot through with inaccuracies.” 

“Of course this keeping with the 
policy your magazine arouse 
sensation, titillate the sensory nerves, 
cause thrill horror, disgust 
nausea. kind mental 
But use the sufferings sick people- 
like you and every way except 
being sick for this perverted purpose 
can hardly please organization.” 

Aside from the more glaring errors 
the article are countless little lies, For 
example mention made Mr. and 
Mrs. John Major, whom the fairy tale 
says were discharged from Carville Lep- 
Institute (whatever that is) only 
find that they were denied the right 
live Long Island community and 
their children prohibited from attend- 

(Continued next page) 


GIVEN THE WORD “LEPROSY” 
WRITERS RUN AMUCK cont’d— 


ing public school. Such people never 
passed through Carville. 

“Medical science has done wonders, 
but unless the public willing accept 
leprosy just another disease, which 
is, the victory will not have been com- 
plete. have come the end 
long road human sacrifice this 
fight against leprosy. There have been 
hundreds Dr. Schweitzers, unknown 
men who gave their all into the 
fetid jungles and far-away lands carry 
this fight,” states Man’s Magazine. 

That good statement the sad 
facts. But how, God’s name, could 
anyone who believes that write the 
abomination cited here. His work has 
retarded years the vast 
undertaking public enlightenment 
Hansen’s disease. 


Three recent newspaper items from 
various points the nation show just 
how far the imagination can stretch- 
bring about the repeated misuse 
the word leprosy. item the 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Times-Star Sept.12, 
makes reference longhair music 
form “musical leprosy.” Another, 
the New York Times June 12, con- 
tains reference Billy Graham his 
Madison Square Garden Crusade, 
leprosy and sin one and the same. Still 
another, the Chicago Sun-Times 
points out that being from Illinois is, 
Wisconsin politics, like having “lep- 
rosy criminal record.” Still the med- 
ical world insists that leprosy scien- 
tific term and long they the 
patient will continue stigmatized. 


Buy your Christmas Cards from 


Buddy Iglesias 
PHS Hospital 
Carville, Lolisiana 


Boxes 


(stunning assortments) 


Religious Secular 


(state your preference) 


$1.50 Post Paid 


(name imprinted 25¢ extra) 


Buddy’s been patient here since 


1928 when was 


American Ambassador India 


The Ambassador India Mr. Ellsworth Bunkor listening while Miss Johnson 
the Librarian tells him the exhibits. exhibition the kind, courtesy the United 
States Information Service, Madras, was held their library for three weeks. Articles 
made Ex-HD Patients Vellore Rehab Centre, under the direction Dr. Paul 
Brand, famed orthopedic surgeon, were display. 


NEWS FROM INDIA 


Dr. Dharmandra has been appointed 
the Director Central Leprosy Teach- 
ing and Research Institute, Chingleput, 
South India. took his new assign- 
ment August, This institute when 
working full swing will have research 
departments the highest order Bac- 
teriology, Pathology, and Epidemiology 
etc. The institute fortunate have 
man capable Dr. Dharmandra 
this work. One the most distinguish- 
physicians India this field, 
has for years been charge “The 
Leprosy Department,” School Tropi- 
cal Medicine, Calcutta. Dr, Mukerjee 
now charge that Department. 

Dr. Dharmandra, prolific writer 
this subject Editor “Leprosy 
India” and Associate Editor The 
International Journal Leprosy. Dr. 
Dharmandra Secretary SEVENTH 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
LEPROSY, scheduled meet New 
Delhi December 1958. 


* * * 


Congratulations our friend Mr. 
Jagadisan who was recently honour- 
the Government India “for 
meritorious pioneer service 
the cause Leprosy Patients.” was 
awarded “PADMA the third 


THE 


highest citation bestowed his govern- 
ment. 


Mr. himself, former 
patient, for many years taken 
extremely active part trying better 
social conditions for Patients” 
India and his work was appreciated 
and commended post-prayer speech 
Gandhi himself. Mr. Jagadisan 
taking leading part fighting the 
prejudice and ignorance surrounding 
this disease which still exist India. 


NEW CURE FOR BALDNESS 


the Wilson colony Soon- 
chun, Korea, new cure for baldness 
has been discovered. This good news 
for eggheads the world 
nounced Rev. Elmer Boyer, direc- 
tor the Colony, according the 
DIGEST, published the American 
Leprosy Missions, Inc. 

“Marvelous improvement 
noted almost all our patients who 
have been taking D.D.S.” reveals Mr. 
Boyer. says he, “the baldest pa- 
tient now growing fine crop eye- 
brows and hair his head. The only fly 
the ointment that now has 


pay for haircuts, totally unaccustomed 
expense.” 


September-October 


Drug 
Harmful Overdose 


16-year old boy Taiwan (Formo- 
sa), faced with the knowledge that 
had Hansen’s disease, took overdose 
the very drug which, administered 
the proper dosage, his 
health. Instead, took DDS tablets 
apparent attempt take his own 
life. (Diaminodiphenyl sulfone, DDS, 
the parent substance from which pro- 
min, diasone and other sulfones are de- 
rived, and use throughout the 
world.) 

The boy, brilliant young fellow, the 
president and head his senior class 
High School, the only son 
wealthy and well-educated family. While 
his case the early stages, his sister 
has been patient Hansen’s disease 
settlement for four years and was 
advanced stage before her case 
correctly diagnosed. (She responding 
well treatment with DDS.) 

The boy was taken the Provincial 
Hospital where was treated for se- 
vere poisoning. was very, very ill, 
The boy was 
given 1000 blood transfusion. But 
the doctor charge gave the family 
little hope, however his life was 
mercifully spared. 


There denying the fact that the 


boy faced with battle, long and 


hard one, anyone with chronic 
disease, but nowadays means 
hopeless battle HD, especially 
his case, early one. 

The information this case came 
THE STAR from our correspondent 
Formosa who friend the family 
and has visited their home. She also 
visited the boy the hospital where 
alizing that began fight his battle 
the wrong way. 

There seems very few cases 
record acute sulfone poisoning, but 
Dr. James Doull, Medical Director 
the Leonard Wood Memorial and 
editor “Leprosy Briefs,” deals with 
this subject article appearing 
Briefs (February Dr. Doull states 
that the fact most pertinent 
discussion that DDS rapidly and 
almost completely absorbed the sys- 
tem, therefore should administered 
most carefully. And out-patient clinics 
where the patients take the medicine 
home, the required dose should ex- 
plained the patients, well the 
danger taking overdose the 
drug. Sometimes patient given 
enough tablets last several weeks. 
areas where distances are great 
transportation difficult that this practice 
necessary. 
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Letter From Russia 


THE STAR has penetrated the Iron 
Curtain Russia! 

fact and mean accomplish- 
ment considering that many mightier 
publication has attempted and 
failed. the way tribute the clien- 
that the correspondence which came 
bounding from behind the Iron Curtain 
was written Russian but was translat- 
patient here, Michael, boy 
town,” who has excellent command 
the Russian language, both written 
and oral. 

The writer the letter identified 
Prof. Dr. Torsuev Rostov Don. 
asks that copies THE STAR 
sent him and promises that, ex- 
change for this, will send THE 
STAR copies publications Han- 
disease Russia. 

comply with the professor’s wish...and 
gladly. 

Seriously, affords cause for hope 
know that work being done Russia 
(as well anywhere else earth to- 
ward improved treatment for patients 
with Hansen’s disease.) Too, improved 
communication with Russia, any 
topic, could provide area under- 
standing realm misunderstanding. 

with understandable pride that 
THE STAR points the fact that trans- 
lation the language presented 
problem for us. That pride compound- 
publication 
Journal Leprosy stood “helpless” (by 
its Editor’s own admission) before cer- 
tain publications Russian. 


How THE STAR came the atten- 
tion the Russian professor not 
known, but significant that may 
now possible learn about that 
nation’s methods treatment for Han- 
sen’s disease. present, little no- 
thing known that respect. 

The professor’s letter follows full: 


“Sometime sending you our ‘magazine 
educational work leprology and derma- 
tology No.8’ published our staff, Rostov 
refuse kindness and send copy 
publishing magazine “THE STAR,” for the 
future times and same time would like 
have some copies for last year 
possible.” 


ful and send out for you advance all our 
publishings about leprosy, somehow 


The letter signed Prof. 
Not only will THE STAR comply 
with the professor’s request, but will 


answer his letter way does not 
expect...in Russian. 


Editor’s Note: What’s name? The 
Russians apparently believe quite lot 
for their name for so-called leprosy 
Skorb, which translated means “misery.” 


Could be, the Russian who named the 
disease must have have had 
come with such perfect handle. 

The only figures available the in- 
cidence “Skorb,” Russia show that 
1926 there were 15,000 cases. This 
figure was published the Medical 
Affairs Bureau the Ministry Wel- 
fare Japan 1951, 
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Returned from trip the 
countries. Visited the hospital Bergen 
where Hansen uncovered the organism the 
world associates with the disease bearing 
his name. The Spedalsked (HD Hospital) 
has five patients. other place for them 
go. There are four patients Finland 
Helsinki. Also for care rather than treat- 
ment, Most recent patient diagnosed these 
parts was ten years ago. 


Then went London where had the pleas- 
ure meeting the director Douglas and 
Goddard Ldt. These people distribute the 
bulk DDS used the entire world. The 
man met has been around the world visit- 
ing those places where exists. gave 
the enclosed poem. submit you. 
Perhaps you will find little white space 
for it-plus your own comment regarding 
the terminology. 

you may know already. 

Any way-always think with kindness 
the work. Dr. Combes joins with send- 
ing you good wishes. 

Herman Goodman, 

THE HERMAN AND RUTH GOOD- 
MAN FOUNDATION, INC. 

for the advancement dermatology 
New York, New York 


Dr. Goodman associate Frank 
Combes and Bellevue and his 
continued interest THE STAR and our 
work gratifying. 

January and February 1958, Dr. and 
Nirs. Goodman plan visits Fiji, New 
Zealand, Australia, Cocos and Maritius Is- 
lands with safari through southeast Africa 
returning via Lisbon. Dr. Goodman visits 
specialists dermatology, venereology and 
tropical medicine these far-flung places 
the British Empire. 

had heard about the poem Good- 
man inclosed with this letter, but had 
not seen before, follows: 

LEPER LONGER 
tribute Sulphone 
have been stricken 
with that fell disease 
Now must live 
Not seeing those love— 
outcast 
Much better were 
For die. 
living death 
all have live 
Year after year, 
Shunned the human race 
leper— 
Oh, the horror that name 
Accursed, 
The very synonym 


miracle! 

God, can true? 

this new drug 

The for which I’ve lived? 
Can again 

Friends and loved ones see? 
Shall longer accursed 
And Shunned? 

Shall again 

Become living man 

With all his hopes 

And with his urge 

live? 

Yes, 


The dreadful loathsome horror 
For gone. 

live life 

Dear God, 

How can thank you 

For this boon 


And all those men 

Who helped find 

cure for this 

Most dread and fell 


Herbert Berens. 


The above appeared with slight alter- 
ations the Chemist and Druggist, February 
7th, 1953. 


for our own comment the termino- 


logy, agree with the “poet” “Leper” 
“the very synonym shame,” and for that 
matter the official name the disease 
which generates it. ---Ed. 


* * * * * 


Your purpose THE STAR radiate 
the light truth Hansen’s disease. 

You have carried your message very well 
with the members the American Legion 
40/8 and have been thinking why you 
couldn’t carry this message every organ- 
ization this country. 


course, idea will cost little money, 
but would appear that the federal Govern- 
ment would willing foot the bill. 

idea would have public relations 
man, wonderful speaker, before these 
clubs and present the true facts Hansen’s 


Disease and request that members the 
club subscribe THE STAR get more 
information what being done 
Carville. 

Certainly believe the members the 
Rotary, Lions, Kiwanas and others would 
more than happy hear your message 
and render what help they can 
important matter. 

Daigle 
Hammond, Louisiana 


* * * * * 


Mr. Daigle’s suggestion good one, and 
THE STAR, like Barcus, willing follow 
through. Rotary, Lions, Kiwanas and other 
groups please note. Carville staff members 
are usually available speakers, but, re- 
quest for such arrangements must ad- 
dressed Medical Officer Charge, 
Dr. Johnwick. The federal Government 
through the PHS gives patients part-time 
employment THE STAR form 
vocational rehab.. and occury snace 
hospital building and operate govern- 
ment power, but otherwise are our 
own,” supplies, etc. There 
official relationship between THE STAR 
and the administration the THE 
STAR patients’ publiction and not 
censored any member the staff. How- 
ever Dr. Johnwick THE STAR 
very worthwhile and has 
said “one our most tasks 
the station maintain publi- interest 
tion.” this THE STAR adds “Amen.”--Ed 


complete agreement with the aims 
and views THE STAR its attempt 
bring enlightment the public regard 
Hansen’s disease. sympathy with 
the patients Carville, not only because 
they have the disease, but because they 
must suffer the phoney fallacies and stigma 
attached it. Such unfounded beliefs have 
existed for literally thousands years, and 
the job you have trying convince society 
that shouldn’t that way, tough one. 


was, for short time, closely associated 
with yolng lady who had Hansen’s disease. 
The suffering she did through the fear that 
might discovered was far more than 


anything she could have gone through from 
the disease itself. Whenever think about 
it, get just little angry. suppose 
shouldn’t, because doesn’t help, but have 
little sympathy for people who the 
less fortunate without cause. 

didn’t intend get out soapbox, and 
you will have forgive for getting 
carried away. like your magazine, 
though, and along with its endeavors 
‘Radiating the Light Truth Hansen’s 
Disease.’ 

Donald Dickey 
Associate Editor 
AGRICOLA 
London, Ohio 


just finished reading the latest issue of, 
THE STAR this morning before came 


work, congratulations getting out such 
good informative magazine. copy gets 
more “work out” than, Readers’ Digest 
the Christian Century the Publisher’s 
Weekly! 

Violet Johnson 


THE COLORADO CHURCH STORE 
Denver, Colorado 


* * * 


few days ago saw copy THE 
STAR, and brought back many 
pleasant memories visit Carville 
1947, you might remember the priest 
from India who spent two weeks taking the 
Chaplain’s place November 1947. 

have very nice place built Pakis- 
tan, with some patients and wonderful 
work being done there, something that 
came out visit Carville 1947. 

Boy’s Ranch 
Bedford, Texas 


(May ask you continue sending it, 
THE STAR very interesting for us. 
Matsuki Miyazaki, 
Director 
National HD’s Hospital 
Japan 


THE STAR very interesting and will 
pass among friends. 
Evelyn Sloan 
Edinburgh, Scotland 


After have read every work this 
amazing booklet (THE STAR) shall slip 
into one the reading rooms the town 
and place one the tables. 

Denise Parker 
Hebburn-on-Tyne 
Eneland 


September-October 1957 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
today and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 


change the name the 


medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 


The hospital Carville was sixty-one ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 


General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


Visitors are not required take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


* * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two 


* * * * 


not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handiers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* e 

Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communt. 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any 
social gathering. 
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KNOWLEDGE 

SUPERSTITION and 
PREJUDICE 


keep alive the old, mistaken 


nolions about leprosy 


STAR born. 
ONLY through continued and 


.can 


expand this work 


publication the world 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion disease. 
vocational rehabilitation for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published monthly patients the Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR Renew 


Address 

Name 

City Zone State 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please. 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable STAR 
Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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